When the CitEST project -'Integration of breeding, comparative and functional genomics of citrus' was submitted to CNPq as a "Millennium Institute" proposal, the group of researchers already had a perception of how challenging such a proposal could be. First, the integration of genomic data with genetics and breeding in a woody perennial species, such as citrus, was never considered an easy task. Second, the threats to productivity and competitiveness encountered by the citrus agroindustry in Brazil require urgent and immediate solutions. Third, and perhaps the greatest challenge, was how to handle the enormous amount of information generated by an EST sequencing project. Obviously, many of these challenges still have loose ends; however, after finishing this project, new approaches become feasible and the group is still continuously working in the network.
